
T AMTNATED DISC E NVELOPE 
WTTH POSTCARD APPEARANCE 

Technical Field 

[0001] This invention provides an envelope for packaging, mailing 
or displaying flat articles such as DVDs, compact discs or credit cards. 
The envelope's laminated construction minimizes bulky edge flaps, 
giving the envelope an attractive stiff, slim, postcard-like appearance. 



10 Back ground 

[0002] A variety of envelopes have been developed for use in 
mailing flat articles such as DVDs, compact discs, credit cards, keys, 
etc. Such envelopes are typically made by die-cutting a single card- 
board or paperboard blank, which is then folded to form the envelope. 

15 Such envelopes tend to be bulky and unattractive. Consequently, they 
are not well suited to use as retail display packages or as attractive 
mailers for flat articles. This invention addresses those shortcomings. 



Summar y of Invention 
20 [0003] The invention provides an envelope formed of top, bottom 
and center sheets. An aperture is cut in and intersects one end of the 
center sheet. The sheets are adhesively laminated to attach the center 
sheet's front surface to the top sheet's rear surface and attach the center 
sheet's rear surface to the bottom sheet's front surface. When the 
25 sheets are adhesively laminated the aperture forms an open-ended 
pocket between the top and bottom sheets. A flat article such as a 
compact disc, DVD, credit card, key, booklet, etc. can be slidably 
inserted into the pocket. A closure flap formed on an end of the bottom 
sheet adjacent the apertured end of the center sheet can then be folded 
30 over the pocket's opening and adhesively attached to the top sheet's 
front surface. 

[0004] The envelope is opened by severing a perforated tear strip 
which extends across the closure flap, between the portion of the 
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closure flap adhesively attached to the top sheet and the closure flap's 
foldable junction with the bottom sheet. 

[0005] A second aperture is advantageously cut in and intersects 
one end of the top sheet. The top sheet's apertured end is placed 

5 adjacent the center sheet's apertured end before the sheets are adhe- 
sively laminated to one another. The second aperture allows a user to 
touch an article located in the pocket to slidably extract the article from 
the pocket or slidably reinsert the article into the pocket. The second 
aperture's base can be shaped to form a reclosure flap which projects 

10 above the tear strip when the closure flap is folded against the top sheet. 
After the tear strip has been removed, a portion of the closure flap 
remains foldably attached to the bottom sheet. The envelope can be 
reclosed by tucking that portion beneath the reclosure flap. 



15 Brief Descr i ption of Drawings 

[0006] Figure 1 is a front elevation view of the top sheet of a 

laminated envelope in accordance with the invention. 

[0007] Figure 2 is a front elevation view of the center sheet of a 

laminated envelope in accordance with the invention, showing an article 
20 positioned relative to an aperture cut in the center sheet. 

[0008] Figure 3 is a front elevation view of the bottom sheet of a 

laminated envelope in accordance with the invention. 

[0009] Figure 4 is a front elevation view of a laminated envelope 

incorporating the Figure 1 , 2 and 3 sheets in accordance with the 
25 invention. 

[0010] Figure 5 is a front elevation view of the Figure 4 laminated 
envelope, showing an article positioned for insertion into the envelope. 
[0011] Figure 6 is a front elevation view of the Figure 5 laminated 
envelope, after insertion of the article and sealing of the closure flap. 
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[0012] Figure 7 is a front elevation view of the Figure 6 laminated 
envelope after removal of the tear strip to open the envelope, and 
showing partial withdrawal of the article from the envelope. 
[0013] Figure 8 is a front elevation view of the Figure 7 laminated 
5 envelope, after closure of the reclosure flap. 

Description 

[0014] Throughout the following description, specific details are 
set forth in order to provide a more thorough understanding of the 
10 invention. However, the invention may be practiced without these 
particulars. In other instances, well known elements have not been 
shown or described in detail to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the 
invention. Accordingly, the specification and drawings are to be 
regarded in an illustrative, rather than a restrictive, sense. 
15 [0015] Figures 1, 2 and 3 respectively depict separate die-cut sheet 
portions 10, 12, 14 of laminated envelope 16, which is shown assem- 
bled in Figure 4. Specifically, Figure 1 depicts top sheet 10's front 
surface, Figure 2 depicts center sheet 12's front surface, and Figure 3 
depicts bottom sheet 14's front surface. Sheets 10, 12, 14 each have a 
20 similar substantially planar, generally rectangular shape. More particu- 
larly, sheets 10, 12, 14 have straight, equal-length left sides 18, 20, 22; 
straight, equal-length right sides 24, 26, 28 which are substantially 
parallel to left sides 18, 20, 22 respectively; and straight, equal-length 
bottom sides 30, 32, 34 which are substantially perpendicular to left 
25 sides 18, 20, 22 respectively and substantially perpendicular to right 
sides 24, 26, 28 respectively. 

[0016] Top sheet 10's top side 36 is die-cut to form an aperture 42 
having a concave base 44 with inwardly and downwardly tapered sides 
46, 48. Center sheet 12's top side 38 is die-cut to form an aperture 50 
30 having a convex base 52 and substantially parallel sides 54, 56. Aper- 
ture 50 is sized and shaped to accommodate an article 58 such as a 



DVD, CD or other digital data disc. The thickness dimension of the 
material used to form center sheet 12 is preferably slightly greater than 
article 58 's thickness dimension— thickness being measured between 
center sheet 12's front and rear surfaces. 
5 [0017] Bottom sheet 14 has greater length (i.e. between bottom 
and top sides 34, 40) than top sheet 10 and center sheet 12. This 
greater-length projecting portion of bottom sheet 14 is die-cut, perfo- 
rated and scored to form closure flap 60. Specifically, at least one and 
preferably a pair of closely-spaced, substantially parallel lines 62, 64 
10 are scored on bottom sheet 14 at the top ends of and substantially 

perpendicular to left and right sides 22, 28. The displacement between 
bottom side 34 and lower score line 62 is substantially equal to the 
displacement between top sheet 10's bottom and top sides 30, 36 which 
is in turn substantially equal to the displacement between center sheet 
15 12's bottom and top sides 32, 38. A pair of closely- spaced, substan- 
tially parallel perforations 66, 68 are formed on closure flap 60, sub- 
stantially perpendicular to left and right sides 22, 28. Perforations 66, 
68 define a tear strip 70. A suitable adhesive is applied to closure flap 
60' s front surface (i.e. the surface which is visible in Figure 3), be- 
20 tween top (distal) side 40 and top perforation 68, to form adhesive strip 
72. Closure flap 60 's left and right sides are tapered inwardly and 
upwardly. 

[0018] A suitable adhesive is applied to substantially cover center 
sheet 12's front and rear surfaces. Top sheet 10's rear surface is then 

25 aligned over center sheet 12's front surface, placing left sides 18, 20; 
right sides 24, 26; and bottom sides 30, 32 respectively adjacent and 
coextensive with one another. Bottom sheet 14's front surface is 
similarly aligned beneath center sheet 12's rear surface, placing left 
sides 20, 22; right sides 26, 28; and bottom sides 32, 34 respectively 

30 adjacent and coextensive with one another. The aligned sheets 10, 12, 
14 are then compressed between a pair of parallel platens (not shown), 



sealing the sheets together to form envelope 16 with center sheet 12' s 
aperture 50 forming an open-ended pocket 74 between the rear surface 
of top sheet 10 and the front surface of bottom sheet 14. After sheets 
10, 12, 14 are laminated together, envelope 16's left, right and bottom 
sides can be trimmed to give them a sharp, finished look. The sides can 
also be trimmed to give envelope 16 any desired size or shape, provided 
the trimming operation leaves sufficient material to form closure flap 60 
and allow lamination of sheets 10, 12, 14 without encroaching upon 

aperture 50 or pocket 74. 
10 [0019] After envelope 16 is formed as aforesaid, article 58 can be 
slidably inserted into pocket 74 as indicated by arrow 76 (Figure 5) . 
Closure flap 60 is then folded forwardly and downwardly along score 
lines 62, 64 into the position shown in Figure 6, bringing closure flap 
60's adhesive strip 72 into contact with top sheet 10's front surface, 
15 beneath top sheet 10' s aperture 42. Application of a light compressive 
force between closure flap 60 and the adjacent rear surface portion of 
bottom sheet 14 then seals closure flap 60 to top sheet 10' s front sur- 
face, entrapping article 58 within pocket 74. Envelope 16 containing 
article 58 is now ready for shipment, mailing or display. 
20 [0020] An end user can easily retrieve article 58 from within 
envelope 16 by grasping and pulling tear strip 70 to sever it from 
closure flap 60 along perforations 66, 68. This frees closure flap 60's 
reclosure flap 78, allowing reclosure flap 78 to be folded upwardly and 
rearwardly along score lines 62, 64 into the position shown in Figure 7. 
25 Portion 80 of closure flap 60 remains adhesively attached to top sheet 
10's front surface. Article 58 can now be slidably withdrawn from 
pocket 74, as indicated by arrow 82. If desired, article 58 can subse- 
quently be reinserted into pocket 74. The edge of reclosure flap 78 
defined by perforation 68 can then be tucked beneath reclosure tab 84 
30 (Figure 8) formed by aperture 42 's base 44. 
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[0021] As will be apparent to those skilled in the art in the light of 
the foregoing disclosure, many alterations and modifications are possi- 
ble in the practice of this invention without departing from the spirit or 
scope thereof. For example, aperture 50 and pocket 74 can be config- 
5 ured to accommodate a wide variety of articles, such as compact discs 
or DVDs of different sizes, credit cards, keys, booklets, or other 
similarly flat articles. Aperture 50 and pocket 74 are preferably only 
slightly larger than article 58, to minimize movement of article 58 
within pocket 74. 

10 [0022] Top sheet 10' s aperture 42 is a convenient aid to removal 
of article 58 from pocket 74, but aperture 42 need not be provided. If 
aperture 42 is not provided, article 58 can be retrieved from within 
envelope 16, after reclosure flap 78 is opened, by inverting envelope 16 
and lightly shaking it to slidably dislodge article 58 from pocket 74. 
15 The size and shape of aperture 42, if provided, is relatively arbi- 
trary-aperture 42 should be sufficiently large to allow a user to touch 
article 58 with one or two fingers when closure flap 60 (or reclosure 
flap 78) is open, but not so large that adhesive strip 72 overlaps aper- 
ture 42 when closure flap 60 is closed. Aperture 42 should be suffi- 
20 ciently small that it will be covered when closure flap 60 (or reclosure 
flap 78) is closed. Aperture 42's base 44 need not be concave-any 
base shape forming an upwardly projecting reclosure tab 84 will suffice. 
[0023] Center sheet 12 can be formed of any suitably stiff material 
such as paperboard, plastic, foam core, etc. Top and bottom sheets 10, 
25 14 can be formed of thinner material than center sheet 12. Paperboard, 
plastic, foil or the like are suitable materials for forming top and bottom 
sheets 10, 14. Alternatively, sheets 10 or 14 can be made of a transpar- 
ent plastic material to facilitate viewing of either or both sides of article 
58 while it is contained within envelope 16. Either or both sides of 
30 center sheet 12 can be pre-printed with text, graphics, photographs, etc. 
for display through such transparent top or bottom sheets. If article 58 
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bears text, graphics, photographs, etc. then suitably coordinated text, 
graphics, photographs, etc. can be pre-printed on center sheet 12, such 
that article 58 (while contained within envelope 16 in suitable alignment 
with center sheet 12) and center sheet 12 together provide a unitary 
5 postcard-type scene, text message, etc. Alternatively, text, graphics, 
photographs, etc. can be pre-printed on either or both of top and bottom 
sheets 10, 14. 

[0024] Reclosure flap 78 is not essential and can be eliminated. 

As an alternative, if it is desired to provide envelope 16 with a reclosure 
10 capability, a suitable resealable adhesive can be provided on adhesive 

strip 72 to facilitate repeated opening and closing of closure flap 60. 

[0025] Instead of having the above-described and illustrated 

generally rectangular shape, sheets 10, 12, 14 may have any other 

desired external shape to suit advertising, packaging, display or other 
15 purposes. Thus, sheets 10, 12, 14 need not have the above-described 

and illustrated straight, equal-length left sides 18, 20, 22; or the above- 
described and illustrated straight, equal-length right sides 24, 26, 28 
which are substantially parallel to left sides 18, 20, 22 respectively; or 
the above-described and illustrated straight, equal-length bottom sides 
20 30, 32, 34 which are substantially perpendicular to left sides 18, 20, 22 
respectively and substantially perpendicular to right sides 24, 26, 28 
respectively . 



